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(57) ABSTRACT

A lance of a gas turbine burner includes an inner duct having
inner nozzles; an annular outer duct encircling the inner duct
and having outer nozzles; and a spacer disposed between a
terminal portion of the inner duct and a terminal portion of the
outer duct, the spacer being fixed to both the inner duct and
the outer duct.

18 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
LANCE OF A GAS TURBINE BURNER

CROSS REFERENCE TO PRIOR APPLICATIONS

Priority is claimed to European Patent Application No. EP
10163443 4, filed May 20, 2010, the entire disclosure of
which is incorporated by reference herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a lance of a gas turbine
burner.

In particular the gas turbine burner is the second burner of
a sequential combustion gas turbine engine, i.e. a burner into
which hot gases generated in a first combustion chamber but
still rich in oxygen pass through, such that a fuel that is
injected thereinto increases its temperature and spontane-
ously burns.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Burners of the kind described usually have a cylindrical
body into which a lance projects.

The lance is L-shaped and is usually provided with two or
also more than two (i.e. three) coaxial ducts having nozzles at
their ends.

During operation the nozzles must have substantially
coaxial axes; this feature is of great importance, because
through the inner duct a fuel (either liquid or gaseous fuel)
passes through, to be injected through the nozzles, and
through the outer duct air passes through, to be injected
together with the fuel (this is the so called shielding air).

It is clear that in case the axes of the nozzles are not
correctly aligned, fuel and air are not injected correctly and
fuel penetration into the hot gases could be negatively
affected.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In order to connect together the inner and the outer duct,
typically the outer duct is provided with a flange at its termi-
nal portion that slidingly rests on the inner duct.

Nevertheless this flange withstands large forces that urge
it; for example these forces are generated by the fuel and air
flowing in the inner and outer ducts. In addition, the terminal
portions of the ducts (where the nozzles are located) with-
stand high thermal loads, caused for example by the hot gases
flowing in the burner. These thermal loads cause deforma-
tions, which may be amplified in case different materials,
having different thermal expansion coefficients, are used.

For these reasons, during operation deformation of those
components at the terminal portion of the lance and, as a
consequence, shifting of the axes of the nozzles of the inner
and outer ducts from the correct relative position, may occur.

An aspect of the present invention is to provide a lance by
which the said problems of the known art are eliminated.

An aspect of the invention is to provide a lance having at
least an inner duct with inner nozzles and an outer duct with
outer nozzles, with the inner and outer nozzles that are sub-
stantially aligned and have their axes in a prefixed relative
position. During operation no or a very limited shifting of the
axes of the substantially aligned inner and outer nozzles, from
the correct prefixed relative position, occur.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further characteristics and advantages of the invention will
be more apparent from the description of preferred but non-
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2

exclusive embodiments of the lance, illustrated by way of
non-limiting example in the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a sketch of burner being the second burner of a
sequential combustion gas turbine;

FIG. 2 is a schematic longitudinal section of a terminal
portion of a lance in a first embodiment of the invention with
a collar extending from an outer duct;

FIG. 3 is a cross section through line III-I1I of FIG. 2,

FIG. 4 is a schematic longitudinal section of a terminal
portion of a lance in a second embodiment of the invention
with a collar extending from an inner duct;

FIG. 5 is a cross section through line V-V of FIG. 4, and

FIG. 6 is a schematic longitudinal section of a terminal
portion of a lance in a third embodiment of the invention with
a collar extending from an outer duct and two inner ducts.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS
OF THE INVENTION

With reference to the figures, a burner being the second
burner of a sequential combustion gas turbine comprises a
channel 1 typically having a rectangular or trapezoidal shape,
into which a lance 2 extends; in addition, upstream of the
lance 2 also vortex generators 3 are provided (in FIG. 1 the
arrow G indicates the direction according to which the hot
gases circulate through the channel 1).

The lance 2 is L.-shaped and has a terminal portion extend-
ing parallel to the flow direction of the hot gases.

In particular, the lance 1 comprises an inner duct 10 with
inner nozzles 11; through this duct a fuel passes through, for
example gaseous or liquid fuel.

In addition, the lance 1 also has an annular outer duct 12
that encircles the inner duct 10 and is provided with outer
nozzles 13; through this duct air passes through, that during
operation is injected together with the fuel (i.e. this is the so
called shielding air that allows the fuel to penetrate into the
hot gases to improve mixing).

The inner and the outer nozzles 11, 13 are provided with
axes having a predefinite relative position, i.e. they are coaxial
or slightly shifted with respect to one another (i.e. a small
offset may be provided therebetween), such that during
operation, because of the different thermal expansion of the
parts, the axes of the nozzles 11 and 13 are substantially
coaxial; for sake of clarity in the attached figures the axes of
the inner and outer nozzles 11, 13 are shown as overlapping
axes and are all identified by the reference 14. As used herein,
coaxial means substantially coaxial.

In particular the nozzles 11, 13 are arranged to inject fuel
and air in a transversal direction within the channel 1 and, in
this respect, the axis 14 is at an angle (preferably perpendicu-
lar) to the longitudinal axis 1a of the terminal portion of the
lance 2 (in the embodiments shown this axis 1a overlaps the
longitudinal axis of the channel 1, but may also be apart from
it).

Between a terminal portion of the inner duct 10 and a
terminal portion of the outer duct 12 a spacer 15 is provided
that is fixed to both the inner duct 10 and outer duct 12. Since
the spacer 15 is fixed to the terminal portions of the inner and
outer ducts 12 no relative movement thereof is possible and,
thus, no displacement of the axes of the inner and outer
nozzles 11, 13 from the correct position is possible.

Preferably, the spacer 15 extends from the outer duct 12
(i.e. it is realised in one piece with it or it is permanently
connected to it, for example by welding) and rests in a seat 16
of'the inner duct 10; in addition a fixing element 17 blocking
the spacer 15 in the seat 16 is also provided.
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Also different embodiments are possible and, in particular,
the spacer 15 may extend from the inner duct 10 (i.e. it is
realised in one piece with it or it is permanently connected to
it, for example by welding) and rest in a seat 16 of the outer
duct 12; also in this case a fixing element 17 blocking the
spacer 15 in the seat 16 is provided.

The spacer 15 is defined by a collar having through holes
18 allowing the air circulating in the outer duct 12 to pass
through.

In addition, the collar 15 also has slits 19 defining a plu-
rality of separate, all equal elements 20 that extend from the
outer duct 12 (FIG. 3) or inner duct 10 (FIG. 5).

As shown, the collar 15 is located between the end of the
inner duct 10 and the inner nozzles 11 and, correspondingly,
between the end of the outer duct 12 and the outer nozzles 13.

As shown in the figures, the seat 16 is defined by a shoulder
and the fixing element 17 is defined by a ring, preferably a
threaded ring screwed to a corresponding part of the inner or
outer duct 10, 12.

In the following three examples of lance are described in
detail.

EXAMPLE 1

The first embodiment of lance 1 is shown in FIGS. 2 and 3.

In this embodiment the collar 15 extends from the outer
duct 12 and the seat 16 is provided in the inner duct 10.

The ring 17 is a threaded ring that is screwed to a corre-
sponding threaded terminal portion of the inner duct 10.

In addition, in this embodiment the outer duct 12 has a
terminal portion closed by a wall 21 being a separate element
from the outer duct 12 and connected thereto, for example by
welding.

EXAMPLE 2

The second embodiment of the lance 1 is shown in FIGS. 4
and 5.

In this embodiment the collar 15 extends from the inner
duct 10 and the seat 16 housing it is provided in the outer duct
12.

The ring 17 extends from a wall 21 closing the outer duct
12; this wall 21 is a separate element from the outer duct 12
and is connected thereto.

In particular the ring 17 is a threaded ring that is screwed to
a corresponding threaded terminal portion of the outer duct
12; after screwing also a welding, to secure the connection,
may be applied.

EXAMPLE 3

FIG. 6 shows a third embodiment of the lance 1.

In this embodiment the lance 1 has a first inner duct 10a
arranged to carry a first fuel (typically liquid fuel) and a
second inner duct 105 (arranged to carry a second fuel, typi-
cally gaseous fuel); the ducts 10a and 105 are coaxial with
each other.

An outer duct 12 encircles both inner ducts 10a and 105
and is coaxial with them.

Each duct 104, 105, 12 has nozzles 11a, 115 and 13 having
coaxial axes 14.

The embodiment shown in FIG. 6 is shown with collar 15
extending from the outer duct 12, housed in the seat 16 of the
inner duct 105 and blocked therein by the screwed fixing
element 17; the wall 21 is then welded to the outer duct 12.
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Naturally also an embodiment with collar 15 extending
from the inner duct 1056 and resting in the seat 16 of the outer
duct 12 is possible.

Assembling

Assembling of the lance is apparent from what described
and illustrated and is substantially the following (with refer-
ence to FIG. 2).

First the terminal portion of the inner duct is welded to the
same inner duct 10 (the figures show that the inner duct 10 is
made in separate pieces joined together, typically welded).

Thus the terminal portion of the outer duct 12 is inserted
abovethe inner duct 10, the collar 15 is correctly housed in the
seat 16, the nozzles 11 and 13 are correctly arranged one
respect to the other, and then also this portion is welded to the
outer duct 12.

Thering 17 is screwed to the threaded end of the inner duct
10, to block the collar 15 and then also the wall 21 is con-
nected (usually welded) to the outer duct 12.

Assembling of the embodiment of FIG. 4 is evident from
what described; in particular the terminal portion of the inner
duct 10 is welded first, then its closing element 22 is con-
nected, thus also the terminal portion of the outer duct 12 is
connected. Finally the wall 21 and ring 17 are also assembled,
by screwing the ring 17 to the corresponding threaded portion
of the outer duct 12. A welding may then be realised.

Assembling of the embodiment of FIG. 6 is also evident. In
this case the terminal portion of the inner ducts (a block
defines the terminal portions of both inner ducts 10a, 1056) is
welded to the inner duct 10« first. The closing element 22 and
a second welding to connect the terminal portion to the inner
duct 105 are thus applied. Then the terminal portion of the
outer element is welded to the outer duct 12 and, after having
screwed the ring 17 to block the collar 15, also the wall 21 in
welded to the outer duct 12.

The lance in the embodiments of the invention proved to be
very effective, since the collar 15 between the outer and inner
ducts 12, 10 is connected (i.e. fixed) to both the inner and
outer duct 10, 12 and is blocked in all directions, preventing
possible relative deformations that would shift the axes of the
inner and outer nozzles 11, 13 from the correct relative posi-
tion (typically being a coaxial or substantially coaxial relative
position).

Naturally the features described may be independently
provided from one another.

In practice the materials used and the dimensions can be
chosen at will according to requirements and to the state of the
art.

REFERENCE NUMBERS

1 channel

1a longitudinal axis of the terminal portion of the lance
2 lance

3 vortex generator

10 inner duct

10a, 105 inner ducts

11 nozzles of 10

11a, 115 nozzles of 10a, 105
12 outer duct

13 nozzles of 12

14 axes of 11, 13

15 spacer/collar

16 seat

17 fixing element

18 through holes of 15

19 slits of 15

20 elements of 15
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21 wall
22 closing element
G hot gases

What is claimed is:

1. A lance of a gas turbine burner comprising:

an inner duct having inner nozzles;

an annular outer duct encircling the inner duct and having
outer nozzles;

a spacer disposed downstream of the inner nozzles and
outer nozzles between a terminal portion of the inner
duct and a terminal portion of the outer duct, the spacer
being fixed to both the inner duct and the outer duct, and
wherein the spacer extends in a radial direction in an
annular section between the inner duct and the outer
duct;

wherein the inner duct includes an inner duct seat, the
spacer extending from the outer duct to the inner duct so
as to rest in the inner duct seat, and a fixing element
configured to block the spacer in the inner duct seat;

wherein the outer duct includes an outer duct seat, the
spacer extending from the inner duct to the outer duct so
as to rest in the outer duct seat, and a fixing element
configured to block the spacer in the outer duct seat; and

a wall closing the terminal portion of the outer duct,
wherein the wall is a separate element from the outer
duct and connected to the outer duct.

2. The lance as recited in claim 1, wherein the inner nozzle
includes an inner axis and the outer nozzle includes an outer
axis, each axis having a predefined position relative to one
another.

3. The lance as recited in claim 1, wherein the inner duct
seat includes a shoulder.

4. The lance as recited in claim 1, wherein the outer duct
seat includes a shoulder.

5. The lance as recited in claim 1, wherein the fixing ele-
ment includes a ring.

6. The lance as recited in claim 1, wherein the fixing ele-
ment includes a ring.

7. The lance as recited in claim 5, wherein the ring is a
threaded ring screwed to a corresponding threaded portion of
the terminal portion of the inner duct.

8. The lance as recited in claim 7, wherein the ring extends
from the wall.

9. The lance as recited in claim 6, wherein the ring is a
threaded ring screwed to a corresponding threaded portion of
the terminal portion of the outer duct.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

6

10. The lance as recited in claim 1, wherein the spacer
includes a collar.

11. The lance as recited in claim 10, wherein the collar
includes through-holes configured to allow air circulating in
the outer duct to pass through.

12. The lance as recited in claim 10, wherein the collar
includes a plurality of slits defining a plurality of separate
elements.

13. The lance as recited in claim 12, wherein each of the
plurality of separate elements are equal in size.

14. The lance as recited in claim 1, wherein the spacer
includes a collar, and the collar extends from the inner duct to
a cylindrical inner surface of the outer duct.

15. The lance as recited in claim 1, wherein the spacer
includes a collar, and the collar extends from the outer duct to
a cylindrical inner surface on the inner duct.

16. The lance as recited in claim 1, wherein the wall is
spaced apart from the inner duct.

17. A lance of a gas turbine burner comprising:

an inner duct having inner nozzles;

an annular outer duct encircling the inner duct and having
outer nozzles;

a spacer disposed downstream of the inner nozzles and
outer nozzles between a terminal portion of the inner
duct and a terminal portion of the outer duct, the spacer
being fixed to both the inner duct and the outer duct, and
wherein the spacer extends in a radial direction in an
annular section between the inner duct and the outer
duct;

wherein the inner duct includes an inner duct seat, the
spacer extending from the outer duct to the inner duct so
as to rest in the inner duct seat, and a fixing element
configured to block the spacer in the inner duct seat;

wherein the outer duct includes an outer duct seat, the
spacer extending from the inner duct to the outer duct so
as to rest in the outer duct seat, and a fixing element
configured to block the spacer in the outer duct seat; and

a wall closing the terminal portion of the outer duct.

18. The lance as recited in claim 1, wherein the inner nozzle
includes an inner axis and the outer nozzle includes an outer
axis, each axis having a predefined position relative to one
another, and wherein the inner and the outer axes are one of
coaxial axes and shifted axes with respect to one another.
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